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associations and work for strengthening of autocracy
from there. For Instance, among our women we have
the likes of Khayr al-Nisa kalantar (the sherifl), who
would sell thelrvatan (homeland) and country and
whatever else Is sacred and would commit the greatest
hetrayals and make a mockery and fun of the chastest
and most learned women. . . . We are responsible for all
of these because we insist on keeping women ignorant
and do not like to let them understand the tasks of
womarnhood, of a housewife, and a mother,"!

The scripting of the modern woman did not concern
only her language and knowledge., but also her
physical/bodily presentation. A modem woman was a
well-behaved, quiet woman. She would not make much
noise. as if she were in a women's bath! Reperting on the
"glorious celebration at Namus jHonour] School” on the
occasion of the re-opening of the Majlis, the Iranian
Parliament, alter the defeat of anti-constitutionalist
forces, notes:

Close Lo two thousand women were gathered in the
vard, they had fully decorated the walls, . . . and
exciting lectures were delivered. It was wonderlul that
in such a place, the noise of which one should have
been able 1o hear from many blocks each way, no one
was making {he slightest noise and everyone was all
ears.™

Slwomen of fran and Japan.” Iran-t naw, 44 (19 October
1909): 1. See also the satirical letter, wrilten in the style ol
Montesquieu's The Persian Letters, as if by an Englishman [Lord
Jonathan] to his friend, about his social observations in Iran. In
letter 11 |[Iran-i naw, 217 {29 May 1910): 2-3), he tells us of lirst
planning lo use lgnorant wormen who gather in mosques [or
religious ceremonles to incite them agalnsi the conslitutionalist
governient. Yel he [ails since this nation ol lran is no longer like
animals of several years ago and does nol respond to women's
noises.

52 jran-i naw. 74 (November 25, 1909): 2. See also, [ramn-i
naw, 101 {29 ecember 1909): 2-3.
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Part of modern woman's education consisted of
acquiring healthy ethics and correct manners.®® The
school curriculum included not only science of home-
making. but lessons on hygiene and introduction of sports
and gymnastics.

The woman of modernity, thus crafted through the
construction ol a veiled language and a disciplined body
could now take her place next Lo her male counterpart in
public heterosocial space. [nstead of being envisaged a
threat to social order, her very disciplined language and
body became the embodiment of the new order.

One of the challenges posed by Vices of Men Is the
breakdown of this binary construction: the women's
homosocial language belonging to the traditional woman
of the lower classes, tiliterate, vulgar and superstitous, in
counterposition o the polite and refined language of the
educated modern middle class woman. By beginning her
text with positioning her own class and educational
background, by interlacing her text with classical poetry
as well as "vulgar” street rap, by combining the re-telling
o{ pornographic tales with Interpretation of the Qur'an
and hadith. Bibi Khanum offers us lhe possibility of re-
examining the connection between [ixing particular
language, and behavior of women as tradltional and
backward with the construction of a disciplined language
and body of the modern woman.

53 See. for instance, Iran-i naw, 165 (29 March 1910} 3.
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Blhjat Khanum, Lady Agreeable, strives to be a good
housewife. draws upon her (raditional know-how to do
her best, but 1s disorderly because she has never properly
learmned how to run a household. The third, who is held up
as an exemplar, knows how to categorize and (¢ label
things properly. to keep a budget book, to organize her
time efliciently, and thus to be able to [inish her chores
before her husband and children return home and when
they are back she can busy herself with some light sewing,
or reading a book, or keeping her husband’s company.
Significantly, she is named ‘Ismat Khanum, Lady Chaste,
attalning chastlty through the new science lor [he modern
educated woman.

Later, in the 1920s, we come across a new genre, adab-i
mu'ashirat (rules of etiquette): texts ol inltiation that were
designed to teach women how to Interact properly with
unfamiliar men. Once these were learned, it was imagined
that women would be ready to step into a heterosoclal
arena without undermining social and cultural order.*7

The crafting ol "the traditional” and "the new” woman
was in parl linked to a process of producing a dislance, or
alienation, from the traditional woman scripted as
illiterate, unchaste, vulgar, and superstitious, who
signified a backward past. Men who were concerned with
female education were advised to help eradicale
traditional female practices that were considered
superstitious and harmful.*® In ils place, the
companionate woman--the learned woman who learns

47gee. for instance, Payk-i sa‘adal-i nisvan {a women's
journal published in the northern provincial capital city Rasht)
1: 1 (7 October 1927): 7-9. where Doclor Agha Khan, a male
author. argues that chastily is nol an intrinsic characteristiv
with which women are born, but one Lo be acquired and learned.
and that il Is women themselves who need to learn lo be the
guardlans and polices of their chastily: then women's freedom
will (ollow. See also the arlicle titled "Chastity". by the same
aulhor In the same Journal, 1: 6 (September 1928): 168-174. Other
journals of Lthe same period, such as Iranshahr, Farangistan, and
Nahid in their women's columns had simitar artlcles.

48 gee, for instance, "Men are in charge of women |[rel, to Lhe
Qur'anic verse 4: 34]--Cn Lthe vices of women's customs and their
adverse consequences,” Hadid, 1: 6 (2 August 1905}, 8.
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the science of cooking, the science of sewing. even the
sclence of breast-feeding--is constructed. Such a woman
would not only produce belter children. she would also
prevent her man from ill-behavior, "as American women
have stopped their men {rom drinking and obstinacy.”
Women themselves projeclted a new scripting of
themselves away from traditional female preoccupations
and images, We read of a mieeting of women whao agreed Lo
strive to eradicate "these troublesonie and home-ruining
and laughable cusloms." This binary scripting in part
was grounded in, and became consolidaled through. the
political pelarization belween pro- and anti-
constitutionalist line-ups. The tracditionalist woman
became written as she who in all-female gatherings such
as religious ceremontial occasions and in women's baths,
intrigued with other women to help the absolutisl forces,
while her literate progressive counterparl would aid her
constilutionalist husband., brother. or lather. The
disengaging [rom female bonds and spaces and the forging
ol new male/lemale bonding and helerosocialily were
thus shaped through the exigencies of nalional politics:

On the whole surface of the earth's, there is no
other nation exvept us that treals becoming civitized
so superlivially. We consider educalion, in general but
particularly lor women. as a heavy burden, as useless,
and we say: Of what use is a literale knowledgeabte
womian?. . . [They. (he conservative tradition:lists|
say Lhat f a woman learns literacy and knows how to
write. she will wrile love letlers. . . . On Lhe one hand,
we refuse to accepl that women must be educated and
become learmed. On the other. we have no objection
thal our women have turncd the |public] baths into

49-0n obligation ol men's real leachers, thal is, women,”
Hadick 1. 13 (21 Seplember 1905): 4-6. See also Lhe lead article in
the same jeurnal, 2: 13 (12 Seplember 1906): | 2. in which
progress of the counlry is hnked to acquiring ol the new sciences
and particularly o female education and eradication ol “old
superstitions and nonsenses” and “indecenl cuslomws™ [rom
AMONYE WoIlern.

SO pdedar 21 35 (6 February 1907): 7.
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from the beginning of the world till jusl now, any
maktab-khanahs? Or did our daughters not go to the
tocal akhunds [religious leaders] (o study? And if they
did, were Lhey walking through private passage ways?

Or were hooks such as Mush va gurbah [Mouse and
Cat). or Shahastar's Husayn-i Kurd [Husayn, the Kurd]
and Chihil tuti [Forty Parrotls] . . . betler and superior
books {o books such as Tarbiyat al-bunat [Education
of Girls]. Nukhbah-'i Sipihri [Selections from
Sipihri]. and Nakhustnamah {The First Book]? Is it
apostasy to say rmadrisah instead of maktab-khanah,
or is o wrong Lo say dubistan, which is our ancestral
language? Or il anyone says dushizah instead of
dukhtar, does il mean he/she intends Lo teach matlers
corruplive of religion? And is it a major sin o share
the problems ol our poor men or {o {each sewing on a
machine and knitling and needtework and silkwork,
instead of making skull-cap. quilted shoes, . . . the
uses ol which have now gone out of fashion in our
country?”

The curriculum of new schools for girls was no longer
limited to. or centered around. teaching recitatlon of the
Quran and traditional religlous and moral sayings, New
courses were oflered (o teach women new ways of bringing
up children and becoming a new lype of spouse. These
included courses on home management. cducation of
children, hygiene, fine arts and cralts, and cooking
instructions.

Educalion of Girls, for inslance, one of the texts
prepared lor the new schools for girls, was (ranslated from

1V Letier from o woman®”. Tamadelin 1: 15 (7 May 1907): 3.
The firsl set ol texts relerred Lo are traditional stories Lhat were
often produced in classical versions and shorl popular
pamphlets. often nurrated orally as exemplary moral tales, Many
were cenlered on care stlories of temale intrigue and guiles. The
second set relers (o texts written for, or selecled by, the new girls’
sthools. Words such as dabistan for school, dushizah for a young
girl were newly put w use in the linguislic contests over Persian
language in the political debales and conteslations of the 19th
cenlury. See Mohamad Tavakoli-Targhi. "Emergence of Two
Revolutionary Disconrses in Modern Iran.”

et ol ] w0
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the French by Mirza "Aziz Allah Khan, with (he EXPIess
intent of its hecoming a second grade {ext book. I was
published in the laler years of Muzaflar al-Din Shab's
reign (1896-1906), and by 1911 it was already into ils
second printing.” The book, subtilled "The Science of
Home Management." is organized in six Parts (20 lessons).
It begins with a dellnition of this science, "on which the
happiness and prosperity of every family is dependent. v
and goes on Lo explain why, despite possible popular
cynicism, heome managemant is a science wd must be
taught and learmed as such. The book ends with a dozen
recipes of French soups and olher Tood! It gives examples
of positive and negative repereussions (or the hives o
families with leanied housewives and those wilhoul,
defines the necessary charvacteristics ol a compelent
housewlle as order, competence, and cleanliness, and
projects three female character types danony housewives.
The [irst is disorderly and careless, Nanied “Ishral
Khanum, Lady Pleasure, she is waslelu! of her own eltorls
and her husband's property, and spends her time chatting
away with other women of the neighborhood, The secutid,

45 The atlention paul lo allernabive texis lor education,
especially inspired by French educitiona) debates of these
years, dates (o an earlier period. For instance, L5Y0, a hook
titled. Tarbiyat-i atfal [Education ol Children|. was ranslated
from French and published. The book s composed ol three parts,
one on bodily education. one on nwenial education {inlettectual
development), and the third devoled 1o discussimg educalion ol
nurses and nannics. Part one itsell s divided mio durty seven
chapters, covering such topics as the care of pregnant womnen.
through breast-feeding and weaning the chuld, problems of
tecthing, ete. These books seem o hove been widlely read. Iy
fewspaper arbcles ol such journals as Hadid and Tdated, in
lellers wrillen by women (o pro constlutionalist papers such as
Iran i naw, and in Taj al Saltanah's Memors. we find extensive
arguments about new educational practices. Another influentiat
text was  Tarbiyat-i nisvan (Education of Women) a “free”
lranslation of a number of chapters ol QGasiuy Amin's Tahrir al-
mar'a [Emancipation of Wornen, Cairo, LES9] by Ilisam al-Mulk,
published in Tabriz in 1900, onlv o year aller its Arabic
publication in 1899,

WOMirza ‘Aziz al Allah Khantr.). Tarbiyat al bunat | p. 6.
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any of my business that the lady has a crooked . . . . {in
original] or that the man is stubborn. It 1s not any of
my business that workers of the mechanized cariages
play what kind of games with ladies who ride the
carriages. [t is not my business that women are
abrogating the verse on hijab and transgress the
shari'ah laws.

My loved one is shining from everywhere with no
cover/see oh who have eyes!”

|Or wormen think:] "Of course 'people are in charge
of themselves and thelr properties.”® I like to show
myselfl to everyone. 1 do not want te be modest, T want
to have fun with men securely and comfortably, in any
street and public place, and mingle with them riendly
and freely without fear and anxdety.

It is not any of my business that the man with his
bow-tie and [lower perfume and having consumed
some alcohol, with a ctane, some vanily and drunk.
without any consideration, appears wherever a
womarn stands--a man more c¢hic than the woman, as
if a mirror image, suddenly pops up next Lo her.”

In common with Bibt Khanum's language, the article is
grounded in traditional Islamic discourse, and Its
language is informal and oral in tene. By the 1920s, In the
modemist press we rarely find a female language like that
of Bibi Khanum, interlaced with classical Persian poetry,
islamic refrains, or Quranic verses to support her
arguments and establish the justice of her claims,

Taj al-Saltanah's Memoirs, for instance, provides us
with an exceptlonally different language in this regard.*!

40The sentence refers lo a prophete hadith.

41Taj al-Sallanah, Khatirat, eds. Mansurah [ttlhadiyyah and
Cirus Sa'dvandlyan (Tehran: Nashr-l Tarlkh-1 Iran, 1982). Page
numbers refer to this edillon, For an English translaton, see
Anna Vanzan, “Studies on the 'Khaterat' by Taj as-Saltane, a
Qajar Princess,” Ph.D, Disserladon, Department of Near Eastern
Languages and Literatures, New York Unlverslty. The date of this
text is uncerlain. The editors date it to 1924 (p. xdii), but the text
itsell opens with the recollection of a discussion that Taj al-
Saltanah had on February 21, 1914 with her male cousin and
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I1 contrast to Bibi Khanum's text. wrillen al the behest of
‘her sisters’ and addressed to women, Taj al-Sallanah's
Memoirs are said to bhe wrilten alter a private
conversalion wilh her inale teacher and c¢ousin,
Sulayman. Within the lext, the author repeatedly brings
back the addressee in tenmns such as "Oh, mv teacher and
cousin.” In other words, the lext is envisaged as a
conversation not ameong women., bul between a lone
woman and a man. The text, instead ol drawing on
classical Persian literary or Islamic religious lexts,
strives to be like a European novel: "l very much wish |
were d capable wriler, Jike Victor loago or Maonsiear
Rousseau, and could write this history in o pleasant angd
very readable prose.™* Like a novelist, Ty al-Saltanah
pays close atlentlon Lo the description ol characlers, as
well as of natural and social settings. She persistently
provides ralional and psychological explanations for
eelings and tensions. including her own contradiclory
ones. Her authorizing references are nol to the Quran and
hadith, nor to Sa'di and Firdawsi, butl to Jules Ferry, Jules
Simen, and Arthur Yrisbane. Tler aspirations point to the
suflragettes of Europe.*

This transformaltion of wonwen's language (cok shape
to a large extent [hrough the curticuluin ol the twew schools
for girls. Arguing against (hosce who opposce the new
schools, a woman, signing her letier 13ibi, counterposes
the old schools Imaktab Khanahs] 1o the new schools in
these terms:

This lesser one. ol the inhalntants ol this country,
asks: Did we not have in the capital city mutla bajis
[lemale religious instruciors]? Or did we nol have,

teacher Sulayman and which is said 1o have prompred her (o
write her memoirs. It seems unhkely that the writing  ocviered
ten years later or took Len years (o aceomplish. The internal
evidenee of the memoirs 15 contradhiclory. See my arlicle, "A
Difterent Voice: Taj os-Sallaneh,” in Wormen's Avdobiographies in
Contempaorary  Iran, ed.  Afsanch Nagmabadi (Cambridge:
Harvard Universtly Press, 1990}, pp. 6768, note Y,

42’1‘:.—1_] al-Saltanah, Khatiral, p. 20.

43’[11} al-Saltanah, Khatorat, pp. 9894,
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gatherings are highly sexual in thelr language, gestures,
motlons, and expressed emotions. There is no modern
equivalent to these plays,®

In other words, while the voice found a public
audience, it became a veiled volce, a disciplined voice; it
erased or replaced its sexual markers, it sanitized itself.
The female language, and more generally the language of
modernity. produced its own veiling by replacing sexually
marked vocabulary. In the homosocial female space,
language [and body) could be sexually overt. For the fermale
body to step into the heterosoctal world of modernity, a
disciplined language (and a disciplined body) was
constructed.

Construction of a new verbal language went along
with a new bodily language. In its movement from a
homosocial (bounded) world Into a heterosocial {public)
space, the female body was itself transformed. Before the
physical veil was discarded, it was replaced by an
invisible vetl, a veil to be acquired through modern
education, a veil of chastity, hifab-{ ‘iffat--not an object, a
piece of cloth, external to the female body, but as an
internal quality of the self, a mew modern self, a
disciplined modern body that denied and hid female
sexuality--obliterated its bodily presence.

The newly crafted woman, with a velled language and a
disciplined body could hold clatm Lo a public space that
was not threatening to the soclal and cultural order. She
could be imagined as a citizen, with a public presence. Her
austere voice, now unflirtatious, could become audible in
public. Her sexually de-marked words could be printed and
read by the new reading public. Bodily parts, most often
imagined as sites of female sexuality, once renamed, could

36Many modern-educated Iranian women either do not
know of these plays, or would find them too crass, too
embarrassing, too sexual a body of literature. associated with
“illiterale shameless tradltional women of the past" who had
nothing else Lo do in life but lo amuse themselves with sexual
lantasies, or were so helpless in thelr mundane oppressive life

that engagement in these plays and songs provided them with a
rare cathartic moment.
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be displayed from under the veil, now both anatomically
and linguistically de-sexed.

Bibi Khanum's text slgnillcantly connects us to this
other, largely oral, women's literature in Iran. Would Bibi
Khanum have used the same language, had it been destined
to be published, printed. and circulated in the society at
large? | cannot answer that question, bul whal I propose Is
that once women started writing publically, for print, they
wrole in a different language.

Women's Modemist Prose

Among the changes that can be traced in women's printed
prose ol the early 20th century, are Indeed the beginnings
of "sanitization" of female language. While in the 1910s we
contlnue to find texts largely using a language that is oral
in tone with everyday vernaculur, the sexually explicit
language begins to be replaced with dots.*’ In a 1914
wommen's journal article entitled. "It must be said, even if
ne one listens!,"” when it is imipossible 1o aveoid a lour-
letter word [arse], the author uses several dots. "™ Clearly
conscious of its printed character, the words can no longer
be used publicly by respectable women:

We do not understiand why this certain rule, which
Is among the most evident, namely, "Ask (he people of
the Boeok, if you doubt this, " has disappeared. [l
seems Lhat en of this age of modermnisn have rebelled
against this rule and imagine thal this is also the
beliel of worshippers of the old. [They think:| "It is not

37por samples of such language see, Sharal Nisa Gilani,
"Education of Girls,"” [ran-i naw, 80 (December 2, 1909); 2; “The
incurable paln of being at the mercy of ignoranl servants,”
Shukufah 2: 9 (13 April 1915): 2-3; a series of articles advising
women about men, appearing in Shukufah 5: 3 (6 January 1916):
2-4: 4 (20 January 1916): 2 3; 6 (19 February 1916); 2-4; 7 (8
Mareh 1916): 2-3: 8 (2 April 1916): 2-3; 9 (19 April 1916): 2-4; and
10 (10 May 1916): 2-4,

38Shnkufah 8: 17 (7 Seplember 1915); 2.3,

SYRefers to the Quran, 16:43,
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wrath Lhal scarcd the servant, and his penis lost
strenglh and crectness. He shouted. "O'Deceillul
servani! Whal is this (rick and who is this person
whom yvou have brought?” The servant was nervous
and wondered whal to say. In dislress, he said. "Your
purpose can be had [from elther. Do not distress
yoursell and do not become so angry and wrathlul.” He
replicd. "This is a woman.” The servant said, "What the
male has |lor you] she also has. what is the
differcnce?” The mastcr said, "The male has penis, she
does not.” The servanl replied, "But atl a time like this,
what use have you gol for a penis?’ He said. "I want Lo
play wilhh his penis. while 1 put |mine] into his
arschole.” The scrvant said. "Penis is penis. and
arschole is arsehote. Pul yours Into her arsehole and
play with my penis.” The master broke inlo
uncontrollabie laughter, and fell from (he top ol the
hed. . .. Caught on a nall of the bed. his penis was cul, . .
. IUs arse was torn apart. . . . This is the [ate of the
majorily ol homoscxuals. 'Learn [rom Ltheir
exaumnples. you that have eyes.”” *(pp. 60-61)

Similar language is used in several other sections ol
(he text. This language. like the language of the all-lemale
(heatrica) games and dances, and a whole repertoire of
"exaggeraled.” ollen crolic bodily gestures. define {he
contours of a <iscursive commmunity of women, the limils
ol Lhe permissihle among women, away [rom ears and eyes
ol namahram men, prohibited male strangers. With the
cmergence ol women's niodern writlen literature, this
olher discourse became scripted as traditional backward
vulgarity. associated with lower class women. What 1
sugges( here lo be a marker distinguishing a discourse
constiluted by and coustitutive of a female homeoesocial
space is olten projected as a marker between {radition and
modemity, backwardness and progress, educalion and
ignorarnce.

There is ol course o degree of partial correlation,
historically conlingent. The pre-modern female voice,

39 he last pluase is w [amous Quranic injunction, Quran.
59 2. '
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wilh Lhe exception of a number of poets, was largely an
oral voice, rarely to be wrillen and clrculaled. Moreaver,
the audience for the voice was predominantly, il not
exclusively, assumed to be {emale (or, on rare occaslons,
mahram men--fathers, brothers, uncles, or husbands).*®
Plays and poelry were recited and pertforined in all female
gatherings. Modernily translormed both of these in
significant ways, The coming ol the printed word, though
initially a male preserve, made it conceivable that
women's werds, once wrillen, might now be circulated
oulside the female circles, and be read by any man. By
being printed and circulated. a woman's word could now
leave the female homosocial space and enter a public
realm; it could acquire a helerosocial audience. Thus, the
language itsell was signilicantly, il not radically,
translormed in a number of ways.

Whereas the earlier language presumed. and
sometinies explicitly stated. a female audience, in (he
later texts, women authors addressed both women and
men. The language addressed to men is olten dillerent
from that used when addressing women, even within the
samne lext. While female-audienced langonage remained
similar, we also see a woman's language that presumes an
impersonal, 'ungendered’ audience in parailel o the
emergence of this bi-gendered-audience text.

Moreover, whereas the earlicr woman's languagde was
openly sexually marked, these markers were gradually
altenuated and 'sanitized’ out of the modem discourse. For
instance, references to male or female sexual vigans are
frequently present in one and conspicuousty absent in the
other. Whereas pisfar is used for breast in the fonuer. in
Lthe laiter language it becones sinah, meaning chest. Other
words became replaced by French words, basan (hassin)
lor fuen {arse), vajhan (vagin for farj or kus (vagina or
cunt), disconnecting the associative rhains belween a
word and all its vast multi-layeved culturally scripted
erotic mmeanings. Similarly the theatrical games, dances,
and songs performed by women in exclusively female

35 For a discussion of women in modern lran giving "voice to
thelr bodies and bhody lo their voices,” see Farzaneh Milani,
Words and Vells. (Syracuse: Syracuse University PPress, 1992).
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her friends for engaging in idle gosslp. upon hearing some
ol their tales, she changes her mind. breaks her solidarily
wilh her husband. her silence over her marilal problems
and conlides in her sislers. This confessional move binds
her over Lo her female comipanions who embrace and
enfold her in their insistent demands lo read
DiscipliningWomen and write a response 1o il.

It is this female homosocial space thal also accounts
[or the language of this text. Vices of Men frequently uses a
language thal is so openly sexual that today it would be
considered shamelessly pormographic.

This language is usually associaled with particular
male-authored texis: male fanlasies of female sexuality,
and olther (raditional erotic literature.?® We also [lind
similar language in female theatrical games and dances.*®
The noveity and irony of Vices of Men is that a woman
uses Lhis same language lo write aboul vices of men. She
freely uses whal would be considered vulgar words Lo reler
to sexual organs and Lell exemplary stories about male
oplum addicts. gamblers, drinking parties, and tales aboul
homosexual men--homosexuality being considered one of
men's vices. !

For a llavor ol the text. extracted herc is a homephobic
exemplary tale. Written in empalhy with wives who are
humiliated daily once locked into marriage to a husband
with homosexual preferences, Bibi Khanum narrales the

29g¢e tasan Javadi, Satire in Persian Literature (London:
Assoelaled Universily Uresses, 1988).

30Far a eolleclion of Lhese theatrical games and dances, see
Abu al-Qasim Anjavi Shirazy,  Baziha-yi Namayishi [Theatrical
Games| [Tehran: Amir Kabir. 1973). For an insighlful content
analysis of these games and plays. see Kaveh Sala-lstahani,
“"Female -Cenlered World Views in [ranian Cullure: Symbolic
Representations of Sexuality in Dramatic Games.” Signs: Journal
of Women in Cullure and Sociely 6: 1 {1980]: 33-53.

31 am using "homosexunal” [or the Persian word amardbaz.
This is a problemalic translation. ammard means a young man or
a man with little lacial hair. Yet Lo constitute the meaning of
amardbazi as paecophilia, in the cultural conlext of prohibition
of consentual adult homosexuality, confirms thal homosexuality
only exists as an exercise of power ol an older man over a
younger boy. and thal manhood excludes homosexualily.
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slory (which she in part disclaims by saying that a
relalive had (old it to her) as a tale of castralion of Lhe
homosexual man.*?

A homosexual man had a very beautiful wife, but
was not allracted Lo her al all. Everyday. he would find
excuses and faults with thal poor woman and. in
anger. would take his beddlngs (rom the inner court to
the outer court of the house. One night, in the middle of
the night, he ordered the servanl Lo go and find a male
prostitute for him. . . . The poor servanl sel about
wandering on the streets. . . . He [inally descended to
the house of a [emale prostilute who had a handsome
brother. . . . The sisler said. "My brolher has gone on a
trip. but [ am avallable.” The poor servant said, "My
master {s homosexual, he will nol take to you.” The
wornan sald, "1 will dress up and decorate and display
mysell as a male prostilule. Perhaps he would take to
me and give you a good Lip." The servant consented oul
ol greed. The woman made hersell up like a young boy
and set ol Lo the master's house. When the masler
heard the door. bareleet and anxious. he ran and
embraced that male looking woman as il he/she were a
handsome lad from paradise.?¥ So healed, excited,
happy and passiconate was he, that he threw him/her,
without undressing, on his/her belly. . . . As this was
nol rouline for the woman, her arse passage was tight. .
.. The master was pressing so hard that the servant,
looking through the crack of the door, was dying of
envy. In the commction, . . . [the master] realized that
he/she was not a man. but a woman, and the place for
pressing was her (ront not her back. He expressed such

32ibi Khanum uses a similar technique ol disclaimer in
anolher part of Lhe text where ‘dirty’ slories are told; (his Ume
stories are narraled as learning experiences of Lthe son of an old
wise man, Luqman, following his father's deathbed
recommerndaltions.

33There s no distinclion between ‘he’ and 'she’ in Persian. In
the original Persian text, therefore, the linguistic ambiguily

works Lo al once refer to a woman whom Ue man assumed (o be
a [nan.
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(emale [riends, women began (o complain about thei
husbands. Bibi Khanum first admonishes them for
engaging in gossip. referring to a saying attributed to
Muhammad. the prophet, to the eflect thal gossiping is
worse than adultery. She is then won over to their piight,
thal theirs is no idle gossip bul genuine retelling ol pains
of everyday life. whereby she is persuaded to become a
participant in Lhis production of narrative solidarily
amongst women by telling her own story.?® It is this
construction ol a lemale community ol solidarily that
frames the book. "One of the sislers” lells her about
DiscipliningWomen and hands her over a copy ol it. She
reads the lext an¢d engages In a polemic against il on the
spol, whereby (hc other women present, liking her
arguments, beg her lo write these up and insist so much
that she finally overcomes her hesitations and makes a
firm decision to write "in the Persian language. in elegant
prose, well and [luently, as il a flowing stream. countering
the ugly book ol this ill-natured person.” (p. 54)

This opening narrative is rhetorically signilicant.
DiscipliningWomen opens with a narrative construction
of a male homosocial space and positions itself as a text of
male solidarity in the face ol lll-tempered wives who
make men's lives miserable. This male homosocial
conmmmunity is composced of the author, "a [rend. who was
al once my confidant,” and who 1 a moment ol distress
complains to the author. In the {riend's tale of hardship of
marital life yel another frlend is brought in as a party to
yel another such conversation. It is this friend who gives
the (riend and confidant of the author "a few pages which
had been written by a certain eminent personage,” adding
"the eminent personage’ as yel another male member of
this community. Finally the lext in ils opening pages
addresses its readers explicity as misters |agayan],
integrating its male readers into this space ol male
soltdarily. Moreover, this homosocial male community is
conslructed antagonistically vis-a-vis the [lemale

261ibi Khanum leaves the re-Llelling of this auloblographlcal
tale to the end of her manuscripl. the slory that inltialed her inlo
the fold of sislerly narrallon Is used as Lhe closure of her wrillen
texl about vices ol men.
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homosocial community, the latler seen as a threat to a
unified well-being of men. For instance. the response by
other kinswomen (o a yeung bride's complaint about her
new married life are wrillen such: "Al once a crowd of old
women run to her, heaving a thousand and a thousand
slghs 1o see her subject to a husband who, they say. cannot
appreciate her."? Women are demanded Lo be one with
their husbands and not discuss their intimate matters
with olther women;

"Deo not imitate the fashion of loo many women ol
our lime, and show all your [riends the marks of
kisses you have had on Lhe neck or breast, and teil
them exactly what you have said or done in the
darkness. . . . Some are nol content with merely
talking. but must write to their frieads in dilferent
parts of the town and bring them up to date in the
matter of their husband's prowess. Others spend all
day in the balh, either with acgquaintances or
sirangers. and there, while toylng with egg-apples in
sharp sauce, relate their night's adventures Lo any who
will listen."2®

Thus. the narrative construction ol a [cmale
homosocial community in the opening pages of Vices of
Men at once defends this [emale socialily against the
male-centered challenge of DiscipliningWomen, and
constructs the cultural space in which the text is created
and empowered. As il in a rhetorical retorl (o the author of
DiscipliningWomen, Bibi Khanum does exactly what the
latter enjoins women not to do. Having first admonished

27 The Education of Wives, p. 205,

28The Educalion of Wives, p. 248, Wonien's public balh used
to serve as an important arena for female socialily. Going 1o Lhe
public balh was an occasion. somnetimes lasting several hours lo
a whole day, wilh the mid-day nieal ealen inside the balh. In
much of the male-centered literature and in the later modernist
discourse, lhe female public batlh is frequentlly envisaged in
negalive lerms: as a noisy place of gossip. scheining and lemale
inlrigue. "As loud as a female bath” is a proverbial expression
refering lo any noisy and clattering gathering.
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destroy or scandalize him. Do nol lie. or make vile
plans. Do not give of your husband's properly without
permission. 1 yvou have any properly of your own. be
gencrous of il with him. (p. 49)

Having reproduced, tongue in cheek, the traditional
aclvice to women. she undermines it with a conditional
"hut" and "enly il™:

But my sisters in religion! Follow this advice only
if vou have a believing and good husband, who does not
go for sinful deeds and who treats women well and
with kindness: who does nol demand impossible
tasks. and does not nag; who is not cruel. stubborn and
does not stay out ol the home frequently. who Is a
woman-lover not a homosexual, and not one of those
shameless men who divorce their wives for no reason.
Il your husband is nol so qualtlled, of course. ol course,
never is il oo soon lo get yourself rid of him; the
sooner the betler. when you are still young and not
burdened with daughters and sons. (p. 49, my
emphasis.)

In another part ol the text Bibi Khanum relativizes the
validily of the Quranic verse [4: 34], "Men have authorily
over women because God has made the one superior to the
other." by suggesling that:

Not every man Is superior to every woman and not
every woman inflerior to every man. Mary and
Zahra,?® Asiyah?' and Khadijah?® were women;
Pharaoh and Haman,? Shimnr and Sinan*® were men. .
.. All alfairs of this lowly world are relative. (p. 54)

20 paughter of Muhammad. the prophet of Islam.

21wife of Lhe Pharaoh who is said lo have saved the infant
Moses.

22 Muhammad's first wile.
23 pharaoh's minister.

2486(h were of the Army of Yazid, said lo have murdered
Husayn, Lhe Shrite third Imam.
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One of the most interesting subversions Bibi Khanum
engages in is the attribution of guile to men. She first
guotes a saying attributed te Muhammad, the prophet,
that "if you tell your wife you love her once she will not
forget it to the end of her life, even U you lied." Then she
discusses the Quranic requirement [4: 3] of just treatment
ol wives as a condition for a man taking more than one
wife, noting that "a just man these days is as rare as
elixir,” and tells of a man who had two wives and had
glven one blue bead to each ol his wives, without one
knowing ol the other's bead, telling them both that
whoever has his blue bead s his [avorite wife. Both wives
were thus very happy. "But this,” Bibl Khanum concludes
her tale, "is guile [makr] not justice" (p. 84j, protesting the
recommendation to He attributed to Muhammad. She
refers to the famous verse from the Quran [12: 28],
addressing women, "Your gulle is indeed greatl" but adds
that "Reason and wisdom suggest that women's guile
comes [rom men, {[ women know any, they have learnt It
from men."” (p. 84} This attribution of guile to men is
particularty signiflcant, because this very Qur'anic verse
has traditlonally provided the religious grounding for the
literature of "wiles of women."?5

The Female Homosoclal Space and Its Language

Aslde from classical rhetorical and narrative techniques,
Vices of Men draws strength from Bibl Khanum's placing
herself and her text within a homosoclal female
community. Vices of Men is addressed to women:
"Greetings to well-groomed women and young girls! Be
ware and be knowing, take heed and accept advice so that
you shall prosper in this world and the other.™ (p. 49) It
was apparently written upon the persistent requests of
female [riends. One day, we are told, In a gathering of

25For furlher discussion of this verse in thal genre of
literalure, see Fedwa Malti-Douglas, Women's Body, Women's
Word: Gender and Discourse in Arabo-Islamic Writing
(Princeton: Princelon Universlty Press, 1991), pp. 50-53.
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imam) on ninelcen occasions she guotes, in full or in part,
verses {rom the Qurian.

Vices of Men is a consislently and remarkably [emale-
centered text. While Bibi Khanum's narrative. rhetorical
and interfextual lies with elassical literary aund religious
sources transfer the authorily of past culture to her text,
her particular re-writings and re-interpretive gestures
produce a highly subversive and innovative text. Whether
she Is deallng with a classical poet such as Sa'di, or with
Quranic verses and prophetic traditional narratives, Bibi
Khanum relers to lhem dismissively, satirizes thein. or
openly polemicizes against them il she {inds them
misogynous. Yel she does not hesitate to draw upon them
to back up women's cause. Moreover, in discussing verses
and savings thal are olten simply dismlssed as
misogynous, she frequently re-interprets them
subversively. For instance. she quotes the very well-
known verse "One art is enough for women/to sit and glve
birth to male lions.” a verse often cited as prime examnple
of misogyny of classical literature, However, Bibi Khanum
uses it o give credence to her own subversion of male-
female hierarchy: "even il men reach the heavens, they
have been given birth to and fallen out of women.” (p. 55]

Indeed. Bibi Khanum uses many of the same religious
tales. Qurianic verses, proverbs, and classical poetry that
are employed by the author of Disciplining Women.
However, where Disciplining Women draws on these 1o
conlirm the tradillonal normative concepts regarding
womien, by her ironic and at times subversive re-telling.
Bibl Khanum engages in a double challenge. She rebukes
the author of Disciplining Women at the same time thatl
she opens possibilities for positive rescripting of
traditional images of women, One such example is their
respective use of a lamous passage from Ali ibn Abu
Talib's Nahj al-balaghah. regarding the defliciencies in a
wornan's falth and reason. Disciplining Wornen uses this
saying to emphasize why men should keep their distance
from women.'” Bibi Khanum first ironically narrates the

17"Rellgious tradition teaches us that women should be
avoided. whether they are good or bad. and thal no sort of
confidence should be reposed in thent. The basis of confldence Is
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same passage, in addition Lo other references Lo Quranic
verses, and then proceeds (o undo them:

God Almighty has created you women for men s»
that you will be their fields to sow and to increase the
population.'® Otherwise there isn't anything eise you
are qualified to accomplish. Imagine lor yoursell: Do
you have foresight and wisdem to do great deeds? Do
you have the strength and power lo stand up to the
enemies? Are you qualified to earn your own lving?
Or for forty days straight pray to God without the
problem of menstruation? Therefore, you are disabled
and incomplete, you must obey your husband's orders
and never exit the house without his permission. You
must not show your adornment to an unfamiliar
man.!® You must always smile in face of your husband;
never ask him for anything even if you were to starve;
wear whaltever clothing he buys for you, do not throw it
away or make a {fuss. Be assertive in making jokes and
playing games with him; and be quietl in quarreis. Do
not dewvulge your husband's secrets; or attempt to

intellect, and have not God and His holy Iinams proclaimed the
intellects of women to be incomplele? His Holiness the
Commander of the Faithfull, 'Ali son of Abu Talib {may the
salvation of God be on him!), made this disapproving
prencuncement: '‘Be sure of this, O man. that woman is
religiously. mentally and legally an immperfect creature. As
touching religion, she is lorbidden to pray or fast during her
monthly perlods; as louching intelligence, the law demands the
evidence of two women to that of one man: and as touching
succession, the man receives the double of the woman. Carefully
abstaln, therefere, from bad woemen and flee from good ones.
Never obey a woman, even when she counsels weil, so that she
live in no hope of some day making you do evil." (The Education
of Wives, p. 209).

18 This sentence refers to the Qur'an, 2: 223, "Women are
your [ields: go then, imto your fields whence you please.” All
English translations of the Quran are {rom The Koran,

translated with noles by N. J. Dawood (London: Penguin Books.
1990).

19 Relerence to the Qurian, 24:31, "Enjoin believing women . .
. to cover their adomments. "
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uphold her as an exceptional, unusual, and unique figure
for her tune, Inaddition to hersell, Bibi Khanum describes
her molher as a learned woman who had served in inner
court eircles and who spent her vears in the Shi'ite centers
of Karbala, Najal. and Kazimayn, We know that a number
ol Qajar women had privale libraries, female scribes and
secretarics. and supported women poets and writers. A
number of court women were well-educaled, wrole poelry
andl prose. were accomplished cajligraphers and painters.
Sonie were versed in olher sciences and knew languages.
such as Ottoman Turkish and French, '

Wornen of the (ajar vourl seemn 1o have had a lively
cultural lile Where and how dicd These women reccive their
educalion? How did the private libraries function? In her
lext Bibi Khanum tells ns abeul 4 women's galhering in
which other women brought DiscipliningWomen Lo her
altention and debited the book. How prevalent were such
women's vireles? Were there other female-authored texts.
such as Ta'dil al rijul that Audibert mentions? These and
similar questions awail much more historical research
before we have o liner sketeh ol the cultural world Lo
which Bibi Khanuom belonged.

Bibi Khanum is well-versed in ¢lassical Persian and
Islamic literature arcd authorizes her text by employing a
number ol classteal rhetorical and narralive strategies.
The structure ol the (ext follows the classical pallern of
advice books. Aller a briel introduction, in which. In
addition o inflormalion about the authoer, the reasons and
the occasion lor writing (he text are described, she oflers
panegyrics (qasidahs) in praise ol the king and the crown
prince. The maiu body ol the texl is composed of two parts._
Part [ 15 a response {o DiscipliningWomen. Here, Bibi
Khanum takes issue with (he author of
DiscipliningWomen and rebukes him point by point.
chapter by chapter. Part Il is titled "The Book of Vices of
Men" and is composed of four sub-sections, each devoted to
one of "men's vices”: drinking, gambling, smoking opium,

L50ne biographival diclionary of women [rom this period.
I'thmad al Saitanah. Khayaral-i hisan, 3 volumes (Tehran, 1887,
1888, and 18849) provides inflormation on some lorly learned
women [rom courlly cireles.
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and a final section on the manners ol sireet gangs and
brotherhoods. The text ends wilth Bibi Khanum's
autobiographical narralive about her marital problems
caused by her husband's conlracting their female servant
as a lemporary wile.'¥

Bibi Khanum opens her lext with a verse, "Al the slart,
I offer gratitude and praise of the Divine/ who crealed
women [rom the lefl sides.”(p. 47) Employing the well-
known opening rhetorical technique of bara‘at-i istiklal,
praising god and offering gratitude lo the divine (hrough
attribution of characleristics and creative powers to god
that are relaled to the author's text itsell. Bibi Khanum
calls forth the authorizing power of divinity to authorlze
the work of the earthly creator. the writer. Yel her use of
this lechnique leaves the reader with much uncertainty: it
is nol clear whether she 1s narrating the creation of Eve
from Adam’s left rib in sincere beliel or wilh irony.

She interweaves her text ol 40 pages--some 17,000
words--with at least sixty differenl verses of ciassical
poelry. composes her own occasional verses, going back
and forth between prose and poelry. In addition to her
more serious verses, she sirenglhens her satire with
street-smart fasnifs and bahr-i tavils (Persian
equivalents of rap) and engages in re-leiling of hikayats
{moral tales} within the main tex(. Through this
remarkable inlerweaving ol classical. religious and
popular cultural texts, Bibi-Khanum produces a text
grounded in several cullural contexts, moving wilh ease
from a prophetic tale to a sireet joke to a classical verse of
advice. Whereas in later 20th-century literature, these
various historical-literary sources bifurcaled into
secular/religious. polite/vulgar, modern/traditional, in
Vices of Men we still have a text drawing Irom and
connected to them all. Asides from allusions to hadith-i
nabavi (narratives of deeds and sayings altributed to
Muhammad. the prophet of Islam) and to nahj al-
balaghah (collections of sayings, letters and speeches
attributed to Ali. the fourth caliph and the Shi‘ite first

160p the institution of lemporary marriage in Shi‘ite Islam,
see Shahla Haerl. Law of Desire: Termporary Marriage in Shi'i
Iran (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press. 1989).
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Modemnism also scripted, and was scripted through,
another characler: the new modern woman as distinct
from her traditional counterpart. The traditional wornan
was projected as lgnorant, vulgar, pre-occupied with inane
female concerns, in a pernicious all-female space. The
modern woman, on the other hand, was schooled in
modern sciences, polite, disciplined, a companion to her
husband, concermned with national interests.

Bibi Khanum's lext, however, exisis in a cultural space
that prefigures these later constructs. She begins her text
by stating her own class and educational background,
mtertacing her lext with classical poelry as well as
“vulgar” street rap, and comblining the re-telling of
pornographic tales with interpretlation of the Qur'an and
hacditf, Thus. Bibi Khanum draws al once on both Islamic
sources and Persian high poetry, polite and coarse
language, oral and writlen traditions. As a text conceived
in a female hornosocial space and addressed to other
womer, it Is a rare 19th-century writing that connects us
to the language of that cultural space, a language of
ferninine (ransgressilve lrony that was later (o be
rescripted as vulgar and rejected as backward.

Positioning Bibi KhanumAnd Her Text

Bibi Khanum explains her cholce of title,Vices of Men. in
these ironic terms, "This lesser one does not consider
herself worthy of disciplining men, so I have written Vices
of Men to make their vices evident: perhaps they will give
up trying to discipline women and go after disciplining
and (raining themselves."'* The expression 'this lesser
one' (in kaminah) is commonly used in this period as a
self-abnegating sell-reference by women writers. Yet Bibi
Khanum's use of it, In the context ol narrating vices of
men and the hope of disciplining themn, places her not in a
Tesser’ but a 'higher' position of a moralizing voice. Such
ironic subverslons of traditional cultural scriptings ol

13p. 48 of the present edtted version. All future page numbers
refer 1o this version.

www.ketabha.org Ma'ayib al-rijal *6

Inlroduction

women are a remarkable {eature ol Bibi Khanum's prose
throughout this text.

To claim a superior posilion, Bibi Khanum first
establishes hersell genealogically, introducing her father,
mother and grandfathers. Although listing one's paternal
lineage is a commmon technique of sell-introduction in pre-
modermn texts, the addition of her unnamed mother
distinguishes Bibi Khanum's genealogy {rom most Lexis of
the period. The genealogy authorizes the text by asserting
her social status: her father and paternal grandfathers
served the Qajars (r. 1794-1925), her matermal grandfather
was a learned religious leader. and her miolher served in
the andarun [inner court] of Shukuh al-Saltanah, a wile ol
Nasir al-Din Shah. Later in the text, when explaining her
hesitations and ambivalence, and her later decision to
write the text. she [urther expands her sources of authority
and empowerment beyond her biological geneaiogy. "l
have now set my mind to write in the Persian langauage,
in elegant prose. countering the ugly book of this ill-
natured person $o that men should know that among
women there are still those with high rank. a good name
[ancégf)alued status [rom whom language draws its power."
P.

Connecting her language to the contemporary
modernlst concerns about the Persian language, and
placing hersell among other women of literary ability.,
Bibi Khanum scripts herself within a larger cultural
world. ' She does not name any particular woman "[rom
whom language draws its power.” and nol enough
historical research has yet been done on 19th century
Iranian women to make it possible to reconstruct her
world. Our current images of pre-modern lranian women
would tend to script them as illiterate chailels. kept
locked indoors, to satisly men's desires and to produce and
ralse children. Yet from Bibi Khanum's text and from
other historical sources of the period, it is not tenable to

) V4For a discussion of the signllficance of changes in the
Perslan language, of its mapping of the new nation of Iran. and of
the language debates in the emergence of modernist discourse in

:QLh. cenlury Iran, see Mohamad Tavakoli-Targhl. "Relashioning
ran.”
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The author is partlcularly disturbed by women's
apparently expressive physical gestures, not only when
“srumbling” and "sulking,” but as they generally carry
their bodies:

Too swift a pace in walking does not suil a womarn.
... Only street lovers turn their heads and move their
haunches as they walk. . . . A well-bred lady does not
move her arms oo much, . .. and If she be thus careful
of her arms, is it to be thought that she should keep a
certain part of her body grinding like a millstone? . ..
Too eager a galt and an exaggerated movement of the
hips are the mark of beauty in quest of passing
pleasure; grace and good taste avold such things.®

Other chapters provide further Instructions Lo women
about ealing manners, bodily cleanliness and the use of
perfumes, how to dress "to please your husband,” and how
to wake up and rise in the morning. Chapter nine, "the
most important of the chapters,” Is devoted Lo what a wife
should and should not do In bed. The dainty woman who
had been previously instructed to lake but little graceful
steps and to eat but small mouthfuls with the lip of her
fingers, is now told that,

There should be no questton of reserve at such a
time, nor of walting for the man to make the first
advance. . . . Rather excite his senses with playful and
ardent remarks, cover him with kisses and invent him
a thousand provocations. . . . Shamelessness s better
in bed than prudery; therefore do not imagine that

81bid, p. 224, chapter 5, "Of Carriage and Behaviour in
Soctely.” Significant changes have rendered a "sanilized” English
translation of this passage. In the Perslan text "women of vice” Is
used inslead of "streel lovers.” In the English translation, "heads...
and haunches,” have replaced “heads and arses” and flnally "a
certaln part of her body” and "hips” have been used for "arse.” This
translalional sanillzation 15 nol dissimilar to the linguislic
sanltizations that emerged in Lhe language of modernily in lran
itself, as | posll later In this Introduclion.
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%zourgdignity will sulfer il you surrender utterty to
ove.

She Is further advised 1o "be ever ready for her
husband's amorous fanlasy, and always have a ves lor his
advance, whether it be preceded by tender cajolery and
exciting play or not."'?

The book finally concludes with the expression of the
author's anxdely that he is certain to draw "the abuse of
every female reader”--these "crealures having scarcely the
hall of a man's brain"--and wilh his hope that if "Lhis
book were Laught (o litlle girls at school and In their
infancy, if they were exhorted to lollow ils every precept,
then would a calm and joyous life be assured, not only Lo
them but to their houses.""!

[L is against such disciplining of women (hat Blbi
Khanum Aslarabadi wrole her Vices of Mern. The Lexl she
has left us is significant, not only because it is a woman's
response L0 a misogynous text, but also because it comes at
a crucial transformative moment. Language and politics
of 19th-cenlury Iran were challenged by modernism. The
new Iran, the central political construcl of Iranian
modernism, was eralted in part through disassocialion
with an Islamic past and appropriation of a pre-Islamic
Iran.' This script marked the Qurianic and other Islamic
lilerary sources as religious: they belonged to an
undesirable cultural past. Meanwhile, pre-Islamic
mythologies and Persian high poetry were drawn upon as
sources ol the new Iranian idenlily; they were secular and
desirable. The modernist discourse was thus shaped
through its distancing [romn Islamic religious and lilerary
sources.

9The Education of Wives, p. 247.

1OThe Education of Wives, p. 251.

U he Education of Wives, p. 255,

Y2 For a discussion of Lhis transformation see Mohamad
Tavakoli-Targhl, "Emergence ol Two Revolutionary Discourses in
Modern Iran.,” unpublished Ph.D. Disserlation, Department of

History. University of Chicago, 1988. See also his "Refashioning
Iran.” torthcoming (n Iranian Studigs {1993).
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DisciphnimgWomen was writlen e the tradibion ol
satirical books ol advice Lo men aboul whal {o teach Lheir
danghfers so hat they would become good wives and (o
womeil about whal constilutes a good wile. Indeed. the
author himsell slales (hat he has taken an already
existing text "by onc of the great men" and modilied and
added some pages la it 2

There is nol much novel in a book of advice ol this
kind. Perhaps. heeause this version was printed. it had a
much larger readership. Bul what marks it significantly
from previous lracls ol ils kind is that a woman, Bibi
Khanum Aslarabadi, having been given the text to read in
a women's gathering, got angry and wrole a satirical
responsc Lo il ‘

DiscipliningWomen is a iuale-centered. ollen
misogynious. text. The woman scripted in it is one whose
virtues and vices are defined in terins ol the pleasures and
pains ol its male author. It begins by constructing women
“of difficult temper.” of whom a young man like the author
is a "victim.” as “iittle girls who have been spolll by thelr
parents,” and by the flattery of all those surrounding
them. "The unfortunate child who, from her birth until
she enfers her husband's house. has heard nothing but
such idiocy. ends with her head [ull of it.” and "thanks to

(r. 1848-1896G). There are at least (wo printed verslons of
DiscipliningWeormen daling lo 1920 and 1938, For information
concerning this text see Munzavi. Fihrist. V. 2. Part. 11, pp. 1556-
1557,

2Disciph'm'ng Women, 1920 version, p. 4. Munzavi, Fihrist V.
2. PL 1L p. 1556, records a lext with the same tide attributed to
‘Ubayd Zakani. a ld4lh ¢ satirisl. together in the same
manuseript coltection with his Mush va gurbah [Mouse and Catl,
at Tehran University Library {ms. no. 3/3970, microfilin no.
12:2968}. 1 have nol been able to see a copy of this text. "Ubayd
Zakani's published collected works. Kulliyyat {edited by Abbas
Igbal Ashilyani, Tehran: Ighal, 1955] does not Include any essay
bearlng such a Litle. T any event, the text to whivh Bibl Khanum
wrote her response is delinilely » 19th century text, as evidenced
by references to several Qajar princes. lo an early 19th century
poet, and lo lraman inleractions with Europe. It would be
interesting to sce whal connections between the 14th c. lext and
its possible 19th ¢. ollshool exist.
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the natural stupidity of the weaker sex, which is ever
ready lo give credence to such things, a young wile is
doomed to initial days and nighis meoere gloomy than my
own existence which is black enongh!™
DisciptiningWomen 15 composecd of ten chapters. In
the [lirst chapter, "Of Characler and Conduct Which
Become A Wife,” women are advised (hat a "wile owes
passive obedlence to her lord, and must remain amenable
to his orders without a thought of how or why. . . . Even
should her hushand plunge her hand into the lire, she will
do well to say that this {lame is as pleasant as a bed of
flowers."™ Chapter two concerns voulrol of one's tongne:

[Llet a wile never give way to anger; anc il her husband
happen, with or without a cause, te be ill-humoured,
let her strive lo disslpale his (emper by redoubling the
grace of every word and action. . . . [F]ven if she be not
at fault, a clever woman should take the offences of her
hushand upon herselfl, and ask his pardon for them . . .

the sole worth of a wife lies in her love for her
husbhand.®

Im the third chapler women are instructed not to
grumble “even with a hundred reasons for doing so.," and
the fourth chapter lorbids them 1o sulk:

There is nothing more detestable than to see a
woman gesticulate, with one arm at her hip, the other
raised, bouncing from side to side and foaming al the
mouth, protruding her eyes out ol her head. curveting
like a lunatic, lossing her hands about, rolling from
knee 1o knee and raising dust to the seventh Heaven.”

3E. Powys Mathers (r.), The Education of Wives, pp. 202-204.
In the Persian original, instead of "the weaker sex,” the author
says "the lot of women.” | have used the 1927 Coglish wranslation
throughout this Introduction. Slgnificant diflerences with the
Perslan have been noted In the foolnoles.

4The Education of Wives, p. 213.
S7he Education of Wives, p. 216,
BThe Ecucation of Wives, p. 219.
"The Education of Wives. p. 220.
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Introduction

Bibi Khanum Aslarabadi's Ma'ayib al-rijal [Vices of
Menf was wrillen in 1894 in response lo Ta'dib al-nisvan
[DiscipliningWomen|/.!

1) know of lour copies of Ma'ayib al-rijal. a) The inanuscripl
at lhe Library of Majlis-i Shura |Iranian Parliament]. ms. no.
8984-78568, which is In Bibi Khanum's hand-writing. | have used
thal copy in preparing Lhis ediled version for print. b) The copy
belonging Lo the library of Hafiz Farmanfarmayan. a microfilm of
which is al Lhe Central Library of Tehran Universily (filin no.
2203}, I have consulled this version lor occasional clarifications.
vJThe copy at Malik Library, ms. no. 6297, cited in Ahmad
Munzavi, Fihrist-i Nuskhah-ha-yi khatti-'i farsi [Calalogue of
Persian Manuscripts] (Tehran: Mu'assisah- i [arhangi-'i
manligah-i [Regional Cultural Instlute], 1970), V. 2, Parl. I, pp.
1687-88. <) The copy al Gulistan (formerly Royal} Library, cited
by Muhammad Tagi Danishpazhuh, p. 121 in "Kilabkhanah-'i
Gulislan [Gulistan Libraryl,” in Farhang-i fran zamin. 26 (Spring
1986): 109-182. 1 first learned aboul Ma'ayib al-rijul through
Firaydun Adamiyyal and Huma Naliy's Afkar-i {jlimu‘i va siyast
va glisadi dar asar-i muntashir nashudah-{ duran-i Qajar
[Soclal, Politital, and Economic Thoughl in the Unpublished
Works of the Qajar Period] (Tehran: Agah, 1977), pp. 22-27.

The aulhor and Lhe exacl dale of publication of
DiscipliningWomen is unknown. Iniernal texlual evidenre places
its publicalion some dme afler 1882. A French (ranslation of il
was published In 1889, Lu femme persane. jugée et critiguée paor
un Persan (tr. G. Audibert, Parls: Ernesl Lerous). The lranslalor,
who was Lhe chiel dragoman of the French Legalion in lran. in
his Introducllon, daled Seplember 1, 1887, menlUons Lhal al Lthe
lime of his Lranslaton, il had been several years since Lhe book
had [irst appeared (p. I). An English version was pubtlished in
1927 (The Education of Wives, tr. E. Powys Malhers, London:
John Rodker, V. Il of the l2-volumne sel. Eastern Love).
According lo Audibert, the book crealed quile a slir among
women of the Courl, and he refers Lo one response wrillen by a
woman of the Courl, enlitled Ta'dil al-rijal [Pulling Men in Their
Place] (p.1). This inlerest seems to have conlinued into Lhe

"1890s. There is one hand-wrilten version of Disciplining Wormen,

whose scribe is a woman. Asiyah, daughler of Husayn Husayni,
daled 1896, which bears the seal of the privale library of ‘Iffat al-
Sallanah (d. 1892), possibly one of the wives of Nasir al-Din Shah
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